STUDIES   IN   PROSE
are to be punished for not accepting the new
grant and taking its benefits. This, it must be
eonfest, is rather a summary mode of settling
a question of constitutional rights. Not only
are new trustees forced into the corporation,
but new trusts and uses are created. The col-
lege is turned into a university. Power is
given to create new colleges, and, to authorize
any diversion of the funds which may be
agreeable to the new boards, sufficient latitude
is given by the undefined power of establishing
an institute. To these new colleges and this
institute the funds contributed by the found-
er, Doctor "Wheel ock, and by the original do-
nors, the Earl of Dartmouth and others, are
to be applied in plain and manifest disregard
of the uses to which they were given.
The president, one of the old trustees, had a
right to his office, salary, and emoluments,
subject to the twelve trustees alone. His title
to these is now changed and he is made ac-
countable to new masters. S6 also all the pro-
fessors and tutors. If the legislature can at
pleasure make these alterations and changes
in the rights and privileges of the plaintiffs,
it may, with equal propriety, abolish these
rights and privileges altogether. The same
power which can do any part of this work can
accomplish the whole. And, indeed, the argu-
ment on which these acts have been hitherto
defended goes altogether to the ground, that
this is such a corporation as the legislature
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